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A note from the Editor
Emily Holmes

When Philip sent in all the images for China’s Wars there were 
nearly 300 of them. The images came in at a similar time to 
us planning the look and feel of the book and the overall page 

design, so we were able to explore various options as to how best to utilize 
the previously unpublished images. 

We debated fitting in as many as possible into the 400 pages, using 
some quite small in order to include all 300. However, when we tried this 
it became obvious that the remarkable images became somewhat lost in 
the process, and that actually the best solution was to use fewer images, 
but display them as large as possible and really get the best out of the 
incredible photography and artwork.

It then became my job to edit down the number of images and decide 
which ones we should include. This was a tough ask, and, having never seen 
a collection quite like it, I was a little daunted as to where to begin. I sat 

down with the caption document that 
Philip had provided and went through 
the images one by one in order to 
ensure we had a good balance of 
variation and subjects – not too many 
pictures of the same thing. In theory 
this sounds relatively straightforward, 
but as you will see, the quality and 
substance of the images was impressive 
so it was hard to make that final call.

I’m delighted that many of the 
images we didn’t have room for are 
being used in this sampler – it forms a 
perfect introduction to this beautifully 
illustrated title which I thoroughly 
enjoyed working on.

Emily Holmes is a commissioning editor 
at Osprey Publishing, where she has 
worked since 2008.

China is one of the great powers of the modern world. Yet in the late 
19th century China was a ramshackle and isolated medieval empire upon 
whom the European colonial powers could impose their wishes at will. 
China’s Wars describes the series of conflicts from 1894 to 1949 
that forged modern China, from colonial clashes such as the 
Boxer Rebellion, through the chaotic years of warlord 
domination to the Japanese invasion, the Second World War 
and the bitter Civil War that followed. Previously 
unpublished photographs, contemporary pictures and 
specially commissioned maps illustrate these tumultuous 
events and the men who fought them, events that would 
end with the eventual triumph of the Communist Party 
and the rise of modern China.

This illustration from the front cover 
of a French magazine of 1937 is 
intended to symbolize the steely 
determination of the Chinese soldier 
to defend his country as the flames 
of war approach. Most Europeans 
were sympathetic to the plight of the 
Chinese, especially as stories of 
atrocities began to appear in the 
Western press.

Hardback 408pp RRP £25 / $40 US 
Click here to purchase the hardback

eBook DLP £7.99 / $9.99 US
Click here to purchase the ebook

www.ospreypublishing.com
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Far left
A postcard from the late 19th 
century shows an Imperial Army 
officer in typical service uniform of 
Manchu hat, cotton jacket with silk 
facings, trousers and soft Mongol 
boots. The jacket has the first form 
of rank insignia which consists of 
three gold stripes around the cuff. 
He is armed with an unidentified 
sword, but military sabres were 
imported from Japan at the time.

Left
An illustration from a 1900 
children’s book accurately depicts a 
typical Boxer of the rebellion. 
Although most Boxers did not have 
rifles, some would have been 
captured or handed over by the 
Imperial Chinese Army. At the time 
of the rebellion in the Western 
press, the Boxers were portrayed as 
a ‘bunch of savages’ who 
slaughtered innocent European 
missionaries and Chinese Christian 
converts. The fact that they were 
reacting to very real injustices 
imposed on the Chinese people by 
the European and Japanese Imperial 
powers was not of course 
mentioned.

Two unarmed Imperial soldiers are 
pictured in the grounds of a 
government building in Peking in the 
late 19th century. Their uniforms are 
typical of the period with the differing 
design of their jackets and the 
variation in the trim. This does not 
mean that they do not belong to the 
same unit, which would be indicated 
by the Chinese characters written in 
the white discs on their chests.

This lithograph from a 1896 book on 
the Sino-Japanese War of 1894–95 
illustrates what the less-well-armed 
Chinese soldier looked like during 
the war. The Imperial Army had 
imported large numbers of modern 
rifles since the mid-1800s but not 
all soldiers had been issued with 
them by 1894. There were still a 
sizable element armed with bows 
and arrows, matchlocks and other 
weaponry that would have been 
more at home on a medieval 
battlefield.
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Left
Three soldiers of one of the 
modernized units undergoing 
training in the early years of the 20th 
century stand to arms behind a 
piece of light artillery. Units like this 
were being set up throughout China 
in the aftermath of the wars of the 
1894–1900 period. They have been 
issued with a uniform of sorts and 
are well armed with German Gewehr 
88 rifles which were used by many 
Chinese troops in the late 19th and 
early 20th century.

Right
A government official stood outside 
his residence is surrounded by a 
tough-looking bodyguard of Braves 
in the early 1900s. The soldiers are 
armed with a mixture of weaponry 
including the two officers at the front 
who both have revolvers tucked into 
their belts. Their soldiers are well 
armed with modern-looking rifles 
and have plenty of ammunition in 
their bandoliers while a few also 
have fighting swords strapped to 
their backs.

A soldier of the westernized Imperial 
Army stands guard outside his camp 
wearing typical winter uniform. He 
wears the new padded cotton winter 
jacket over his dark-blue tunic and 
has padded trousers and warm 
boots on. To keep his ears warm he 
has sewn a piece of cloth to his 
peaked cap and has pulled his 
jacket sleeves down as he has no 
winter gloves. 
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Right
A Vickers heavy machine gun crew 
of the Imperial Army takes part in 
one of the many manoeuvres 
organized in the years leading up to 
1911. The soldiers have undergone 
a remarkable transformation and 
now look like those of any army of 
the period. Some changes were only 
skin deep however, and many of the 
older Imperial officers still had 
19th-century attitudes.

Below
Revolutionary reinforcements arrive 
by sea during the fighting in 1911, 
armed with a variety of ex-Imperial 
Army Mauser rifles and carbines. It 
was often difficult to see who were 
students in their black university 
uniforms and who were Imperial 
Army deserters in their navy-blue 
uniforms.

Opposite
The patriotism created by the 1911 
Revolution was exploited by 
commercial interests both in China 
but also in Japan. China was a vital 
market for Japanese goods and in 
this case they gave the customer the 
imagery that they thought they 
wanted. This patriotic matchbox label 
features a Revolutionary bugler in 
front of the Wuchang Revolution flag. 
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Right
This Tibetan soldier guarding a public 
building is typical of the regular 
troops which fought against the 
Chinese Republican Army in the 
1910–18 period. Later Tibetan troops 
wore khaki drill uniforms with peaked 
caps and their officers wore pith 
helmets like the British Indian Army.

Northern Chinese soldiers march 
through the desert on an anti-bandit 
operation in the summer of 1917. 
The bandit problem was endemic in 
many provinces of China in the 
1910s and 1920s. One way that 
commanders had of solving the 
problem was to recruit whole bands 
of bandits into the army. Bandits 
were usually more than happy to 
receive regular pay and a full rice 
bowl by signing up for the army.

Republican soldiers prepare to 
attack the surrounded 5,000 
Imperial troops who were occupying 
the Forbidden City during the 
short-lived restoration of the 
Chinese emperor in July 1917. The 
attempt to put Emperor Pu Yi back 
on the throne was not supported by 
the majority of Chinese people. 
Although the attempt was led by one 
of the most prominent commanders 
in the Chinese Army at the time, 
Chang Hsun, he did not receive the 
backing of any other generals and 
gave up after a few weeks.

Far right
General Chang Hsun, who led the 
short-lived attempt to put Pu Yi 
back on the throne in July 1917, 
wearing civilian clothing. The 
‘comic opera’ monarchist coup 
d’etat lasted only a few weeks and 
saw Chang retreat to the 
Netherlands Embassy in Peking. Pu 
Yi was allowed to return to the 
Forbidden City where he remained 
powerless until finally expelled in 
1924. 

Soldiers of the Chinese 
Expeditionary Corps to Siberia 
march on the parade ground before 
going to fight alongside the 
Japanese in 1918. The 2,000-strong 
Chinese contingent had previously 
been armed and equipped by the 
Japanese to fight on the Western 
Front as an allied army of the British 
and French. These Chinese were to 
be part of an international military 
force supporting the White Russian 
Army in Siberia against the Russian 
Red Army.

A Chinese general and two civilian 
officials are seen at a ceremonial 
burning of opium in 1919. 
Anti-opium campaigns were usually 
just publicity stunts which could not 
hide the fact that many warlords 
relied heavily on the trade in opium 
to pay their soldiers and to buy 
arms. The army and navy in Fukien 
province in the early 1920s were 
almost entirely financed by the 
taxation on the opium trade.
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This tobacco card from the 1920s 
represents a flag bearer from the 
Chinese Republican Army. Most 
Chinese soldiers of the period wore 
the same uniform of unkempt grey 
cotton tunic and trousers and only 
presidential guards and other elite 
units might have received this kind 
of uniform.

In this crudely hand-tinted slide the 
cavalry of the ‘Christian warlord’ 
Feng Yu-hsiang rides across the 
parade ground at his headquarters in 
1922. At this time Feng was a loyal 
subordinate of Wu Pei-fu the military 
leader of the Chihli Warlord clique. 
His cavalry had a good reputation 
and were praised by foreign military 
observers as being amongst the 
best in China.

During an anti-bandit operation in 
the early 1920s troops wade 
carefully ashore from the boats 
which have transported them from 
their barracks. Bandits were 
endemic throughout large areas of 
China and local commanders tried 
to control those in their territory. 
Often they would recruit the bandits 
into their army in order to expand 
their forces for wars against other 
warlords. 

Cadets from the Whampoa Military 
Academy in Canton march past Sun 
Yat-sen, their political leader, in 
1925. The academy was set up by 
Sun’s Kuomintang Party in 1924 to 
train the officers of a political army 
which would lead a revolutionary 
campaign against the northern 
warlords. These few pieces of light 
mountain artillery were all the 
revolutionary troops had and these 
had been captured from local 
warlord armies.
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Above
An artillery crew stand back from 
their mountain gun as the officer in 
charge watches for fall of shot. There 
was a desperate shortage of field 
guns in China throughout the 1920s 
as it proved difficult to import them 
due to the post-1919 arms embargo. 
Even the more powerful warlords had 
to buy them one or two at a time 
from the European arms dealers. 
Even when they were available they 
were too expensive for the smaller 
warlord commander to buy.

Right
Apart from the identification provided 
by his cap badge, a soldier of the 
National Revolutionary Army could 
belong to any of the warlord armies 
of the 1920s. He is wearing a mix of 
winter and summer uniform with the 
padded winter jacket with armband 
and thin summer cotton trousers. His 
straw sandals are totally inadequate 
for the Chinese winter.

Far right
A high-ranking officer of the 
Ankuochun Army salutes as he 
leaves a train at the front in the 
campaign against the Northern 
Expedition of 1927. Established in 
1926, the Ankuochun was a loose 
coalition of all the armies of the 
northern warlords. On paper the 
Ankuochun had overwhelming 
superiority in both men and 
weaponry over the NRA in the 
fighting of 1926–28. 

Left
This newly captured Nationalist 
armoured train in 1928 is guarded 
by White Russians who will use it 
against its former owners. First the 
revolutionary insignia and slogans 
on its side would have been painted 
over, replaced with the Ankuochun 
insignia, and the paint work will 
probably be done in the three-tone 
camouflage favoured by the northern 
warlords.

Below
Northern soldiers from Shangtung 
province manhandle a mountain gun 
over railway tracks so that they can 
load it into a goods train. Warlord 
armies were transported in 
requisitioned civilian trains and the 
constant use of the railways by the 
military severely affected China’s 
trade. Railway workers were often 
beheaded if a military commander 
suspected them of not giving him 
priority over civilian traffic.
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Northern troops fighting the National 
Revolutionary Army of Chiang 
Kai-shek in 1927 are being 
inspected by their young 
commander. They are part of the 
Ankuochun which was a united army 
formed from the armies of all the 
northern warlords in 1926. Little 
co-operation took place between the 
rival armies and Chiang and his NRA 
were able to defeat them one at a 
time.

A section of National Revolutionary 
Army soldiers fires across open 
fields during their advance 
northwards as they fight against the 
northern warlord armies in 1927. 
The unit flag bearer holds aloft the 
white sun on a blue sky standard 
which was carried by most National 
Revolutionary Army units. In many 
encounters between the NRA and 
northern troops it was the fervour of 
the former which won the day 
against their better-armed foe.

An Ankuochun execution squad 
advancing down a main street in 
Shanghai in the early months of 
1927. The two policemen are 
escorted by northern soldiers in 
case of any resistance by the 
agitators they are going to arrest. 
Carried by the policeman on the 
right is the luchow, or ‘yellow 
board’, the symbol of his authority. 
Luchows signified that the bearer 
had the authority to execute anyone 
he saw as a threat.

An officer of the Fengtien troops 
besieging the city of Chochow in 
October 1927 is photographed in 
the forward trenches. The siege of 
the city which was defended by 
troops of the Shansi warlord Yen 
Hsi-shan lasted until 12 January 
1928. This epic siege involved the 
use of tanks, armoured trains and 
chemical weapons by the besiegers 
before the defenders finally 
surrendered.

Soldiers of the National 
Revolutionary Army stand guard 
outside a government building in a 
newly ‘liberated’ city during the 
Northern Expedition. As the 
expedition progressed the NRA was 
welded into a battle-hardened force 
which often overcame larger 
northern armies. These men are 
carrying most of their kit on their 
backs; one man has an umbrella 
sticking out of his back pack.
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Above
Nationalist infantrymen prepare to 
fight the Japanese during the 
invasion of Manchuria in 1931–32 
with rifles and little else. The 
soldiers of the North-Eastern Army 
under the command of the ‘Young 
Marshal’ Chang Hsueh-liang were 
instructed to offer no resistance to 
the invading Japanese. Many opted 
to join the anti-Japanese armies 
forming in the countryside to fight 
the Japanese, while others turned to 
banditry.

Poorly armed guerrillas of the 
anti-Japanese resistance army in 
Manchuria in October 1932. By this 
time the large numbers of Japanese 
troops and their Manchukuoan 
puppet troops were beginning to 
wear down their resistance. Chiang 
Kai-shek’s position on Manchuria 
meant he would not openly support 
these patriotic fighters who were 
described by the Japanese as 
‘bandit elements’.

Right
The crew of a large-calibre 
Chinese-made Stokes mortar 
prepare to fire their weapon at the 
Japanese in Shanghai in 1932. 
Mortars like this were made in 
several factories in China and were a 
substitute for field artillery, which 
was in short supply. The crew wear a 
mixture of different types of padded 
cotton winter clothing and scarves 
donated by the public. 

General Liu Hsiang, the victor of the 
‘Two Liu’ War of 1932–33 is 
pictured at the time of the conflict. 
The war in Szechwan province was 
fought between family members 
who were both officially Nationalist 
Army commanders. Conflicts 
between various Nationalist factions 
were to weaken the Chinese Army 
throughout the 1930s and 1940s.
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A mounted Nationalist infantry 
officer gives instructions to his men 
during the fighting in Shanghai in 
1932. In the early 1930s most of 
the Chinese army officers were 
graduates of the Whampoa Military 
Academy but most were to be killed 
in the 1937–38 fighting. This 
officer is wearing the new-pattern 
uniform introduced into Chinese 
service after 1929.

Manchukuoan irregulars fighting 
with the Japanese Imperial Army 
prepare to advance into the Chinese 
province of Jehol in January 1933. 
These poorly armed, trained and 
uniformed soldiers were mainly 
ex-Nationalist soldiers who had 
surrendered to the Japanese in 
1931–32. As ‘puppet’ troops they 
were hated by their former 
comrades, and despised by the 
Japanese for surrendering.

Overleaf
The cover of a Chinese news 
magazine of 1933 shows a Browning 
machine-gun crew of the Nationalist 
Army in a frozen riverbed in Jehol 
province. Troops defending Jehol 
had to face the mechanized might of 
the invading Japanese Army armed 
only with a few pieces of mountain 
artillery and a handful of light 
anti-aircraft guns. When the 
Japanese conquered Jehol it was 
incorporated into their puppet 
‘Empire of Manchukuo’.
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Below
So-called ‘Big Sword’ troops of the 
Chinese Nationalist Army await 
another Japanese attack during 
fighting in northern China in 1933. 
The swords used by these ‘elite’ 
soldiers are different to the ordinary 
fighting sword used by many 
Chinese troops in the 1920s and 
1930s. This type of longer sword 
was based on the weapon which was 
used by the Chinese cavalry for 
centuries, only abandoned in the 
late 19th century. 

Left
Communist troops of the 27th, 25th 
and 26th Red armies assemble at 
Yung P’ing-chun in northern Shensi 
province in September 1935. These 
are the battle-hardened survivors of 
the Long March and are relatively 
well armed with captured Nationalist 
light machine guns and rifles. 
During this meeting the Communist 
leadership appealed to their fellow 
Chinese to resist the increasing 
Japanese aggression. 



Sheltering behind a hillock, a unit of 
Nationalist soldiers wearing gas 
masks prepare to defend their 
position in August 1937. Whereas in 
Europe in 1939 the threat of gas 
attack proved unfounded, the 
Chinese were right to be worried 
about Japanese use of the banned 
weapon. On several occasions 
during the Sino-Japanese War the 
Imperial Army used it against the 
Chinese including during the battle 
of Wuhan in 1938. Gases used by 
the Japanese included red gas from 
1937–38 which incapacitated the 
victim, and after 1939 ‘yellow’ or 
mustard gas was used, which 
usually caused death.

Young policewomen undergo rifle 
target practice as part of their 
preparation for the defence of China 
in 1937. They are aiming their 
Hanyang 88 rifles from wooden rests 
which carry the weight of their 
weapons which are too heavy for 
them. As with other public servants 
in Nationalist China, these 
policewomen would be expected to 
support the regular army when the 
Japanese attacked their city.

Nationalist soldiers stop off while on 
patrol in a village on the border 
between Tibet and Szechwan 
province in 1936. It was generally 
the case that the further away from 
the centre of government in China, 
the worse the soldiers were. Soldiers 
like this received little pay, no new 
weaponry or equipment and had little 
or no training during their service.

This Japanese propaganda postcard 
of the mid-1930s features Prince 
Teh Wang, the Inner Mongolian 
political leader. The prince was the 
head of a separatist movement 
which campaigned for Inner 
Mongolia to be independent from 
China. He accepted Japanese arms, 
equipment and advisors in 1935 for 
his ‘rag-tag’ army of Mongols, 
Chinese and Manchurians. In 1936 
his army invaded Suiyuan province, 
part of Inner Mongolia, but was 
defeated by local Chinese forces.
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A Soviet-supplied T-26 light tank of 
the Nationalist Army disembarks 
from a river boat during 
manoeuvres. From September 1937 
to June 1941 the Soviet Union 
supplied Chiang Kai-shek’s 
beleaguered government with 
armaments including 82 of these 
fairly modern tanks. 

Nationalist troops are given a lecture 
on using a German heavy howitzer. 
The gun is a 150mm L15cm sFH-18 
field howitzer, one of 44 delivered to 
China between 1934 and 1938. 
Germany also sold China the 
half-track tractors needed to pull 
these heavy guns.

This Italian-supplied 20mm 
anti-aircraft gun is part of the 
defences of a Chinese city in 1938. 
The crew of the Canone-Mitragliera 
da 20/65 Modello 35 Breda are 
given instructions by the man on the 
right holding a hand-held range 
finder. Most of the crew have 
German M35 steel helmets while 
the rest have the standard field cap. 
Imported weaponry like this was 
always in short supply and much of 
it was lost in the first year of the war 
with Japan.

Nationalist pilots stand in front of 
their US-supplied Republic P-43 
Lancer fighters, 125 of which had 
been ordered by the Chinese in 
1941. By 1943 a total of 22 had been 
delivered and were in service with the 
Nationalists’ 4th Fighter Group.
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Below
Nationalist sailors march through a 
town as a part of an armed forces 
parade in the late 1930s. The 
Chinese Navy was largely destroyed 
during the early months of the 
Sino-Japanese War and was made 
ineffectual during the fighting by 
Japan’s air superiority. Most of the 
navy’s ships were destroyed by 
bombing rather than by actions 
against Japanese warships.

Right
Two young Nationalist soldiers 
prepare to fire their Gewehr 88 rifles 
from behind a barricade on the 
outskirts of Shanghai in 1937. When 
the remaining Chinese troops finally 
withdrew from the city, some of 
them retreated into the Nationalist 
capital of Nanking to await the next 
Japanese assault. Few of the troops 
involved in the battles of 1937–38 
survived and those who did usually 
joined guerrilla groups.

Above
This assault boat of Nationalist 
engineers on the Shanghai Front are 
preparing to make an attack across 
one of the creeks which ran through 
the city. All the men are wearing one 
of the Chinese-manufactured steel 
helmets seen in service during the 
1937 fighting. 

Left
Pictured in autumn 1937 these 
Communist artillerymen with their 
75mm mountain gun are part of a 
‘United Front’ with the Nationalists 
against the Japanese. Their 
clenched fists show their 
allegiance to Mao Tse-tung even 
though they are supposed to be in 
alliance with the Nationalists. The 
anti-Japanese alliance broke down 
in 1941 when clashes between 
Nationalist and Communist units 
turned into all-out war.
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Right 
A column of lightly armed 
Nationalist troops move up to the 
front line in the summer of 1938, 
having fought the Japanese for a 
year. The huge human losses 
suffered by the Chinese in the 
battles of 1937–38 had been 
replaced by fresh recruits but 
arming these men was a major 
problem. Some limited armaments 
and equipment were produced 
locally and these soldiers are 
wearing helmets made in Chinese 
factories.

Below
Nationalist guerrillas search through 
a pile of uniforms and equipment to 
kit themselves out under the 
watchful eye of their officer. These 
men will probably serve as 
auxiliaries alongside the regular 
army rather than operating 
independently behind Japanese 
lines. They are armed with several 
models of German rifle as was the 
regular Nationalist Army, which used 
many different types during the 
1937–45 period.

Women soldiers march through the 
streets of Hankow in January 1938, 
trying to instil some fight into the 
city’s defenders. This special 
battalion of 150 women marched for 
600 miles to Hankow and did the 
same in other cities threatened by 
the Japanese. The aim was to shame 
the men to join in the defence of the 
city and not let their womenfolk fight 
on their behalf.

In this post-war propaganda 
postcard regular soldiers of the 
Communist guerrilla forces in the 
1937–45 period meet up with their 
militia comrades. The Communists 
relied heavily on the part-time 
fighters who fought against the 
Japanese and Nationalists. They 
provided a ready replacement for 
killed and wounded regulars and 
after 1945 were absorbed into the 
People’s Liberation Army in large 
numbers.
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Below
The Nationalist crew of a German-
made PAK-35/36 37mm anti-tank 
gun have positioned themselves in 
undergrowth during fighting in 
Kiangsi province in 1941. Most of 
the German-supplied weaponry was 
lost in the 1937–38 fighting. Any 
surviving artillery and armoured 
vehicles was usually kept well away 
from the front line after 1938. Above

Nationalist Chinese cavalry ride 
across flooded fields during fighting 
against the Japanese Imperial Army 
in 1940. Most of the cavalry units in 
the Nationalist Army were largely 
destroyed during the first year of the 
war. Those that remained were 
mainly stationed in the more remote 
regions of China like Sinkiang and 
Kansu provinces.

Left
The Nationalist crew of a Madsen 
light machine gun check the sky for 
Japanese aircraft during fighting in 
Burma in the spring of 1942. Chiang 
Kai-shek sent troops to Burma in an 
effort to help the British Army fight 
the invading Japanese and keep the 
vital Burma Road open for supplies 
for his army. When the defeated 
British finally retreated from Burma 
in May 1942, the remaining Chinese 
troops withdrew either into India or 
back into western China. 

Left 
This young Communist cavalryman 
belongs to one of the 14 mounted 
divisions which the Red Army 
operated in north and central China. 
The Communists made widespread 
use of cavalry and in 1940 had a 
total of 100,000 mounted troops 
fighting the Japanese. He is dressed 
in a locally made uniform and has 
been armed with a captured 
Nationalist Army Mauser 98k rifle.
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A Nationalist soldier is shown the 
rudiments of his US-supplied P-17 
rifle by US Army instructor 
Corporal Barnes at Ramgarh 
training facility in north-east India. 
The first Chinese trainees came 
from the Nationalist troops that had 
fought in Burma in 1942 and had 
retreated into India with the British 
Army. General Stilwell’s plan was 
that with adequate food, good 
training by US personnel and new 
weaponry he could create a 
Chinese army which could serve 
usefully alongside the Allied 
armies. 

Below
Members of a Japanese-raised 
militia in Shansi province in 
north-west China go on parade 
armed only with home-made spears. 
As the war in China dragged on into 
the 1940s the Japanese became 
more willing to recruit anti-
Communist units from the Chinese 
population. In most cases they were 
at least able to issue them with a rifle 
but these men are having to make do 
with more primitive weapons.

Right
Somewhere in north China in 1940, a 
Japanese mortar unit prepares to fire 
mortars at Chinese troops. The great 
plains of northern China in winter 
provided a bleak landscape for the 
Japanese who had now endured 
several years of fighting. By this time 
the ordinary Japanese soldiers had 
begun to doubt if they would ever 
totally subdue this vast country. 



Above
This garishly painted US 1944 dixie 
cup cover is part of a patriotic 
series featuring the Allies at war 
and shows the heroic Chinese 
defence of Changsha. The first 
battle of Changsha took place in 
1939 followed by a second fought 
between September and October 
1941. A final battle for the town 
began in December the same year 
and ended in victory for the 
Chinese in January 1942.

This crayon sketch was part of a 
series done by US intelligence 
officers operating in China in 1944. 
The operative drew images of 
Communist, Nationalist and Puppet 
troops to help the US Army 
distinguish between them. In this 
sketch he has drawn a Ming Ping 
Communist militiaman dressed in 
peasants’ clothing with a rifle, 
bandolier and grenades.

Right
Pictured in 1943, this heavily 
camouflaged Nationalist soldier 
looks to the skies in case of air 
attack by the Japanese Imperial Air 
Force. He is fighting in south China 
in a relative backwater of the war but 
has two stick grenades worn in 
pouches on his chest. Nationalist 
armies which were not part of the 
Allied training and rearmament 
programme had to rely on weapons 
and equipment dating back to the 
pre-1937 period. 
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Opposite page, top
Soldiers of the Nationalist 22nd 
Division sit patiently as they wait to 
be flown back to China from Burma 
in 1944. In total over 25,000 
Chinese troops were flown by C-47 
and other transport planes back 
home between 22 December 1944 
and 5 January 1945. They are taking 
with them rifles, mortars and 
machine guns issued by the USA as 
part of the Lend-Lease arrangement 
with Chiang Kai-shek.

Below
Nationalist troops move up to their 
front-line positions on the Salween 
River Front in 1944. The westward 
advance of the Chinese across the 
Salween River into Burma in May 
and June was intended to link up 
with the south-eastwards advance of 
X Force from India. This column of 
troops snakes through the lowlands 
of western China into territory which 
proved to be one of the most 
unhealthy environments faced by 
soldiers in the Second World War.

Opposite page, bottom
A mix of German- and US-supplied 
armoured vehicles drive past the 
governor of Yunnan province during 
a parade in October 1944. The 
German Kfz 221 scout cars were 
supplied to China in the late 1930s 
while the White Scout cars would 
have been given as part of the US 
aid programme. Most Chinese 
armour was kept out of the war 
zones by the Nationalists so that it 
would be ready to use in the coming 
Civil War with the Communists.
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A young Nationalist sentry pictured 
in 1945 stands guard over a US 
plane of the 14th Air Force stationed 
in China. Many Chinese troops were 
used to protect the US air bases 
from which the heavy bombers were 
bombing Japan. Japan’s Ichi-Go 
Offensive of 1944 was aimed at 
destroying these bases and 
removing the threat to the Japanese 
mainland. 

Communist propaganda troops call 
through a loud-hailer to the 
Nationalist garrison of a Manchurian 
city to surrender. As the Civil War 
progressed teams like this had more 
success as isolated Nationalist units 
realised that the war was lost. Secret 
negotiations with the Nationalist 
commanding officer were another 
way to get units to come over to the 
Red Army. 

A People’s Liberation Army mortar 
unit fires towards Nationalist lines 
during fighting in Shansi province in 
1947. By this time the tide was 
turning in the Civil War and the 
Nationalist governor of the province, 
Yen Hsi-shan, was embattled in his 
capital of Taiyuan. Yen was never 
really part of the Nationalist clique 
and could not rely on much 
assistance from Chiang Kai-shek 
when most of Shansi fell by May 
that year.
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Below
Newly arrived People’s Liberation 
Army soldiers rest in the centre of 
Shanghai in early 1949 while 
receiving instructions from their 
officer. This photograph shows the 
sources of Communist equipment 
and weaponry during the Civil War. 
The padded uniforms are Chinese 
made, the helmets are captured 
Nationalist US Army M2s and the 
rifles are ex-Japanese Arisakas.

Right
A cavalry unit of the Nationalist Army 
advances to join the garrison of 
Nanking which was defending their 
capital against Communist attack in 
December 1948. Although cavalry 
had not been used much in the 
1937–45 period by the Nationalists, 
they had several mounted formations 
in the Civil War. The men are armed 
with US-supplied M-2 carbines 
which were in widespread use with 
the Nationalists in the 1946–49 
period. 

China’s Wars: Rousing the 
Dragon 1894–1949
A book by Philip Jowett
In China’s Wars Philip Jowett traces China’s colourful and 
dramatic route from medieval kingdom to modern global 
power. He reveals how, from the late 19th century to 1949, 
China was in a state of near-permanent conflict as the 
traditional Imperial system of control gradually broke down 
in the face of a series of rebellions and how the rise of 
independent regional warlords eventually triggered civil 
war. Even as the Republic of China was first formed, 
internal strife divided the nation as factions fought for 
control of the fledgling state, resulting in the rise of two 
opposing revolutionary movements, Chiang Kai-shek’s 
Kuomintang and Mao Tse-tung’s Chinese Communist 
Party. Jowett explores the ebb and flow between these 
opponents as the Kuomintang established their control 
over the nation and launched a long-running and 
bloody conflict against the Communists. China’s Wars 
reveals how the ongoing conflict within China 
allowed for significant intervention in the nation by the Japanese, 
including the seizure of Manchuria in 1931 which ultimately escalated 
into outright war and a bitter battle that would last until Japanese defeat 
at the end of the Second World War. 

Packed with rare, unseen photographs, China’s Wars finally reveals how 
the Communist Party was eventually able to establish control over the 
nation, bringing 60 years of stability and phenomenal growth to China, 
once again establishing it as a global power.

Philip Jowett was born in Leeds in 1961 and now lives in North Lincolnshire with his 
wife and children. He has had a lifelong interest in military history and his first book was 
the ground-breaking Chinese Civil War Armies 1911–49. His fascination with Chinese 
military history has led him to write further titles on Chinese warlord armies 1911–30 
and The Chinese Army 1937–49. Philip has studied the little known subject of armies 
raised by the Japanese in occupied Asia between 1931 and 1945 for many years, and his 
Rays of the Rising Sun on this subject was published in 2004 (Helion & Co). His most 
recent work is an illustrated history of the Chinese Nationalist Army titled Soldiers of the 
White Sun (Schiffer, 2011).
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